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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 LA method of generating test code for an automated test procedure 

2 applyable to a system comprising a plurality of interconnected elements, the method 

3 comprising the steps of: / 

4 defining a source file having a plurality of tags, each tag associated with a 

5 member of a library of executable code objects defining a set of instructions for 

6 performing a portion of the automatic test procedure; 

7 generating a test plan in a conversational language from the source file; and 

8 generating the test code for the automated /est procedure from the source file. 

1 2. The method of claim 1, wherein trfe istep of generating a test plan 

2 comprises the steps of : / I Y \ 

3 translating the tags; and / / /\ 

4 generating a conversational [language pftrase fqr each translated tag. 

1 3. The method of claim Z^whereip the test plan comprises a test index 

2 identifying the system elements tested by thef test code, thes^est index generated by 

3 performing the step of scanning the interpreted tags to identify the system elements 

4 tested by the test code. / 

1 4. The method of claim 2, wnerein the step of generating a test plan 

2 further comprises the steps of: / 

3 identifying an uninterpretable tafe in the test plan; and 

4 appending the test plan with an error message identifying the uninterpretable 

5 tag. / 
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1 5. The method of claim 1, wherein the library ofrexecutable code objects 

2 comprises a first executable code object defining a set of instructions for performing 

3 method steps comprising the steps of: / 

4 issuing a command to a commanded system element; and 

5 intercepting a message responsive to the command from the commanded 

6 element. / 

1 6. The method of claim 5, further Comprising the step of: 

2 evaluating the message responsiye^cmiexommand; and 

3 providing an error messag^according to the* evaluated message. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 , Xvherein the step of generating test code for 

2 the automated test procedure comprises, the step of translating the executable code 

3 objects associated with the [ag in th/source file. 

1 8. An apparatus fo^enerating test code for an automated test procedure 

2 applyable to a system comprising a plurality of interconnected elements, comprising: 

3 means for defining ^ource file having a plurality of tags, each tag associated 

4 with a member of a library of executable code objects defining a set of instructions 

5 for performing a portioim>f the automatic test procedure; 

6 means for generating a test plan in a conversational language from the source 

7 file; and / 

8 means for generating the test code for the automated test procedure from the 

9 source file. / 
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9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the means for generating a test plan 
comprises: / 

means for translating the tags; and / 

means for generating a conversational language phrase for each translated tag. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the tes/ plan comprises a test index 
identifying the system elements tested hy the test code, Xvherein the test index 
generated by performing the step of scanning the interpreted tags to identify the 
system elements tested by the test code. / 

11. The apparatus of claim 7, wherei n tpe means for generating a test plan 
further comprises: / / \ 

means for identifying an unintei^retable ytag ito the test plan; and 
means for appending the test /lan with An erfoi message identifying the 
uninterpretable tag. / \ 

12. The apparatus of claiA^wtt^ein the library of executable code 
objects comprises a first executable code doject comprising: 

means for issuing a command to d commanded system element; and 
means for intercepting a message responsive to the command from the 
commanded element. / 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 

means for evaluating the medsage responsive to the command; and 
means for providing an erron message according to the evaluated message. 

14. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the means for generating test code 
for the automated test procedure comprises means for translating the executable code 
objects associated with the tag ii/ the source file. 
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15. A program storage device, readable by a/computer, tangibly embodying 
at least one program of instructions executable by the computer to perform method steps 
of generating test code for an automated test procedure applyable to a system 
comprising a plurality of interconnected elements, tjfie method comprising the steps of: 

defining a source file having a plurality of tags, each tag associated with a 
member of a library of executable code objects defining a set of instructions for 
performing a portion of the automatic test proceaure; 

generating a test plan in a conversational language from the source file; and 

generating the test code for me^antomafecTtest procedure from the source file. 



1 6. The program storage device of clriir l 
generating a test plan comprises the method/sreps ( > 
translating the tags; afnd 
generating a conversational language phrase 
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wherein the method step of 



for each translated tag. 



1 7. The program storage deVice of claim 1 1 6, wherein the test plan 
comprises a test index identifying the system elements tested by the test code, the test 
index generated by performing the step of scanning the interpreted tags to identify the 
system elements tested by the test cone. 
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1 8. The program storagi device of claim 1 6, wherein the step of 
generating a test plan further comprises the method steps of: 
identifying an uninterpreta >le tag in the test plan; and 



tag. 



appending the test plan wi h an error message identifying the uninterpretable 
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19. The program storage device of claim 15, wherein the library of 
executable code objects comprises a first executable code object defining a set of 
instructions for performing metnod steps comprising the steps of: 
issuing a command to a commanded system element; and 
intercepting a message rpsponsive to the command from the commanded 
element. 



20. The pro$ 
further comprise the st 

evaluating the | 
providing an er 

21. The program 
generating test code for the 
translating the executable 





device of claim 19, wherein the method steps 

onsive to the command; and 

rding to the evaluated message. 

s ©rage device of claim 15, wherein the method step of 
at itomated test procedure comprises the method step of 
codle objects associated with the tag in the source file. 
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